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Presidents Palace 

At Home with David S. Young 

Happy Holidays. 

The year is drawing to a 
close. Boy does time fly by. Last 
month we entertained 

nominations for Club Officers. 
We placed names in some 
offices but left gaps in others. 
We are still looking fa 
Newsletter Editas, Vice 

President President And others 
to run against the already placed 
names in the other offices. Don't 
let the election process keep you 
from attend ng the up coming 
meetings. We need people to 
VOTE too. 

1 have been told that the 
IMACE LACE merger is almost a 
sure thing. Now fa some mae 
news. 1 have been contacted by 
the President of HUG and they 
are very interested in joining us 
too. This could turn into a very 
large club ova night Things 
could start to really happen in a 
big way, but this will only happen 
if the dub gets the support it 
needs from you the membership. 

Enough of the soap box. 
Last month we saw the XEP 80 
the 80 column box from Atari. 1 
was vay impressed at the read 
ability it gave on my cola 
monita. It would be outstandng 
on a monochrome monita. 
When a wad processa is made 
available to use this box the 8-bit 
will be a vay nice machine to do 
Wad Processing on. We also 
saw A WARD WARE from HiTech 

software. This is a certificate 
making type of program. It has 
60 predesigned templates to fill 
in with the 5 text fonts and 15 
graphics and 20 borders. It sells 
for about $13 to $14. 1 was so 
impressed by the printouts that 
were made up in advance and 
the low price, that 1 bought it. 
Awardware has a printa 
configuration setup that will wak 
with almost any dot matrix 
printa that supports graphics. 
The print out has two settings 
draft fa a quick printout a final 
fa a darker mae finished look. 
Printing time is about the same 
as for PrintShops sign Mode. The 
two disk set waks vay well with 
two disk drives, but a lot of dsk 
swapping is necessary with one 
drive. Tnae is also a coupon 
inside that when sent in wth your 
warranty card you will receive 
another graphics disk fa 
Awardware. All in all price pa 
printout Awardware is a very nice 
addition to my software library. 

Otha new products out are 
the ICD Hard Disk for the ST. It 
looks very nice in the ads 
pictured as a monita stand. ICD 
also has released a TOOL KIT; 
fa its 8-BIT SPARTADOS. In an 
article from Current Notes the kit 
explained the 8 new file 
management commands for sat¬ 
ing arectaies and subdirect¬ 
al es, a new Dos Menu fa 

Cent, on q age.4 
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VeeP Ramblings 

By Shawn Hart 

Howdy. Well you're all in luck 

this month, no harangue from 
me. Instead, 1 intend to relate my 
impressions of COMDEX, which 1 
was fortunate to have been able 
to attend last month. Perhaps the 
word 'attend' is a bt strong 
though. 1 happened to be at 
Nellis AFB in Las Vegas during 
the week of COMDEX and was 
able to get free for the last two 
hours erf the show. So, if my 
impressions of the show seem a 
bt sketchy, you'll know why. 

1 arrived at the main con¬ 
vention center hall at about two 
o'clock on friday (the show ran 
till four) so 1 made tracks fa the 
hallowed Atari shrine, 1 mean 
booth. The center of attraction 
was a machine whose existence 
wasn't even rumoured to me — 
the ABAQ (if this name means 
a stands for anything, 1 haven': 
heard of it). It was running a 
demonstration similar to the 
Xanth 'shinning bubbes' demo, 
except faster, and in a resolution 
that look as good as broadcast 
TV a better. 1 was impressed. 
The obvious assumption on my 
part was that this must be the 
foiled 'SHINING', the 68020 
based extension of the ST, but 
was wrong. This was an entirely 
new machine based on a trans¬ 
puter chip and aimed at the 
graphics work station market. 
For those of you who don't know, 
a transputer is a computer a 

whose heart is not a single 

processa, but a group of 
Drocessors that are abe to 
distribute the processing wak 
oad and process many 
instructions at once. 1 had heard 
of this befae but 1 could never 
really conceive of the operation 
system that could make it 
practical. But seeing is believing... 
This machine uses an operating 
system called HELIOS which, i 
Delieve, is a derivative of Unix 
The literature 1 picked up 
indcates that the machine coulc 
support over a thousand 
processas, address over 64 meg 
of ram, and be more than four 
times as powerful as a 68020 
with a math co-processor. Atari 
also dams a maximum speed of 
130 MIPS or about 20 Mflops, 
which is in the realm of the main 
frame computer. Price tag was 
quoted as 'about $3000". Look 
out Sun and Apollo. 

The next thing that caught 
my eye was the Atari SLM804 
lazer printer. They were all over 
the booth. When 1 asked when 
they were shipping, Atari said 
that ihe machines in the booth 
were from the first actual 
production run and were shipping 
now. Suggested retail price 
$1999. And the quality was as 
! good as any lazer printer 1 have 
ever seen, so sharp you could 
shave with it. As advertised, 

■ though, cent, on paq&i 
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Cont from Page 2 

Spartados that looks very much 
like Atari Dos 2.x, and a DISKRx 
for Spartados dsks. If you are 
into Spartados this looks like a 
very nice add ton to the already 
fine Dos from ICD. While 
speaking of 8-BIT stuff, I have 
seen and played with the new XE 
Game system. The key board is 
smaller looking but the key board 
is the same size as an XE 
computer. I think the key feel is a 
little nicer than the other XE's 
(personal oppion). 

WellBYE for now. 


cont. from page 3 

the printer is just the “engine", 
no processing capability inside 
the printer itself. This means that 
the host computer has to have 
all the memory dedcated to 
fonts and buildng the page 
image. While this does mean 
that you will not be limited by 
whatever sets of fonts might 
have otherwise been built into 
the printer. It probably also 
means that you'll need at least a 
meg of ram if not more to 
effectively use it. 

My next dscovery was the 
Atari PC line. I had never seen 
the Atari PC before although it 
had been out for a few weeks 
before the show. I had heard 
that it wasn't selling too well, so 
surprised to see how committed 
to the Big Blue done they had 
become. I saw not one, but four 
Atari PC models. The original PC 
has been renamed the PCI, and 
is a non-expandable 8088-2 
based entry level system. Not a 
bad machine except that the 


only good thing about the IBM is 
what was lacking in this machine: 
the expansion slots. Well I guess 
Atari broke the code on this one. 
The other machines are called 
the PC2, the PC4, and (in 
development only) a machine 
they call “the 386 machine". The 
PC2 and PC4 have got slots. In 
addtion the PC4 is an 80286 (i.e. 
AT done) with a VGA compat¬ 
ible graphic adapter. Both the 
PC2 ana PC4 can be purchased 
with any combination of 3.5 or 
5.25 inch floppy drives and/or 
internal hard drives. Perhaps the 
the most exdting product for the 
PC line I saw was an external 
5.25 inch drive that is supposed 
to be compatible with the ST 
(useful fa PC-Ditto users). 

Also on dsplay was the new 
Atari CD-ROM. This device 
combines the functions of a 
regular CD player (fa playing 
music through your home stereo 
system) and a huge (500+ 
meg)read only storage device. 
This device allows large 
reference databases be instantly 
accessible through a precomplied 
index. No mae trips to the 
library fa the kids. 

Other new items I noted but 
ddn't examine: new hard dsks in 
varying sizes, lots of CAD/CAM 
software, desktop publishing 
stuff. Wad Perfect, Miaosoft 
Write, and some kind of local 
area netwak that allows con¬ 
nectivity with Atari ST and Mega 
computers, IBM PCs, and the 
Apple Macintosh. 

Shawn Hart, 
Veep 
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Errata for 850 Modification 
Article, from Nov. issue of 
L.A.C.E. Several errors in my 
original article have shown up 
ana I think it best I correct these 
ASAP... 

First of all, the XE series 
DOES use the trigger input from 
joystick port four. Tt is now used 
as part of the cartridge interlock 
circuitry, however. The text 
should have mentioned that the 
XE series doesn't use the trigger 
input from joystick port THREE, 
not four. 

Change all occurences of 
"53265" (and "D011") to "53266" 
(and "D0i2"). The article is NOT 
accurate using location 53265. 

Note that these changes DO 
NOT mean modifying the 
hardware, if you've already 
started in on these mods. You 
only need to modify the software 
that you might write for these 
modifications, relative to the 
changes I have just mentioned. 
Sorry fa the inconvenience... 

Mike T. Davis 


1050 mk OMUf m 

This text file will (hopefully) tell 
you how to fix your 1050 drive 
ONLY if the following conditions 
are true. 

#1 The drive reads dsc files 
okay. 

#2 The speed of the drive is 
carect. Their are Utilities in 
Compuserv Atari8 SIG DL3 that 
you may use to check the speed. 
Just BRO/KEY SPEED. 

#3 The drive refuses to famat 
vtfien given the command and 
either formats the first two tracks 


or none at all and then just spins. 
Sometimes it will return an erra 
#139. 

#4 It refuses to write and when 
given the command,just gives an 
error# 139 

These are the problems that I 
had with my US doubler 1050. If 
you have the same EXACT 
problem, this fix MAY work fa 
you also. CAUTION! If you are 
not handy with drive internals, or 
do not want to take responsibility 
fa trying this,then send the thing 
to ICD fa repair (a any drive 
repair service). Why am I being 
so cautious? Because while this 
fix DID cure my drive, I wanted to 
let you know that I can't say what 
it may do to yours. Still game? 
Okay,here we go. 

You will need a pair of needle 
nosed pliers, a phillips 
screwdiver, and a switch (I used 
a cheap Rado Shack pushbutton, 
less than $3.00). Also, about 10 
inches of wire. I used a piece of 
small gauge speaker wire. And a 
low wattage soldering iron (25 
watts will do). 

First, unplug your drive and 
turn your drive over and unscrew 
the four recessed screws that 
hold the top down. You shoulcfnt 
have to remove the front two that 
hold on the face plate. Now turn 
the drive right side up. Lifting 
from the rear, remove the top. Be 
VERY careful not to dsturb 
anythingl On the left rear of the 
printed circuit there are four 
brown plugs that are marked (on 
the board) from front to rear as 
J11, J12, J1, J10 and J14. The one 
we want is J11, the closest one to 
the drive mota. Take a magic 


5 












marker and mark the front of the 
plug, this will make it easy to 
Know which side is the front The 
two wires we want are the north 
pair of the four (when you're in 
front of the drive). In other 
wads, of the four wires in plug 
J11, we want the first two, closest 
to the drive mota. Once its 
marked, CAREFULLY remove 
the plug with a pair of needle 
nosed pliers. 

Carefully remove the some 
of the insulation from our two 
target vvres. Take a small piece 
of wire and connect the two 
wires together. Tape them to 
prevent a them from shorting out 
against antthing. This is only 
temporary, as first we will test 
the fix to see if it waks. 

Replace J11 (using the 
magic marker mark as thefront) 
ana wthout replaceing the top, 
plug up your drive as usual. Load 
your dos. Using a bank disc, 
attempt to format, IF when the 
first two wires of J11 are 
connected together, the drive 
famats and writes then we are 
on the wayl If the drive still 
refuses to format a write, then 
undo the jumper that you made 
on J11, tape the two Dare spots 
on the two wires and replace J11. 

Replace the cover and send 
the drive out to be fixed. If the 
drive now famats and writes, 
then on wegol 

Unplug the dive and go 
back to J11. If everything is 
waking now, we have to wire up 
a switch because connecting the 
two wires of J11 together over 
rides the write protect of the 
dive. You can now write to ANY 


dsc, whether it has a notch, 
write protect tab, a no notch at 
all. So, we have to put in a switch 
so that we can go from the old 
NO format, no write condition to 
ALL famat, all write condition. 

Remember those extra write 
protect tabs that you had? Put 
them on ALL your dscsl Just in 
case the sensa starts waking 
again and formats a writes when 
you least expect it All you 
people that use both sides of a 
dsc (a bad practice I'M told), will 
now be abe to famat a write to 


side two without making a notch. 
On to the finish... 

Remove J11 again and remove 
the jumper wire that connected 
the first two wires. What we want 
to do is solder a length of wire to 
each of the two wires (the bared 
pations). Once you've done this, 
tape each wire well and replace 
J11 on the board, (use your mark 
for front!). Each wire should now 
be separate with a length of wire 
coming from it. 

Now solder a wire to each of 
the two terminals of your switch, 
(first decide where you're gang 
to mount it, I mounted my 
pushbutton on the lower sloping 
portion of the face plate). 
Without replacing the cover, plug 
your dive in and test it once 
again fa famat and write. If it 
does'nt write or famat the first 
time then push the swtch to the 
other position. It should now 
wak. If it worked the first time, it 
should wak now. If not, go over 
your wak. Maybe you dictnt 
make one of the connections 


properly. 

If using a pushbutton switch, in 
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should allow the drive to function 
as it should and out should 
restore it to it's former no write 
condition. 

Now mount your switch, (keep 
the wires away from the dive 
mech.) and replace your cover. 
As to WHY this works or what 
happened to break your drive in 
the first place, well sorry I don't 
know. I do know that it worked 
for me and I'm hopeful that this 
$3.00 fix works for you. 

Wpiii (Willie Pelzer 3rd ppn# 
73247,206) 


imjrnJK good old mss 

by Mr. Goodprobe 

Ah, remember when you 
could go down the boardwalk and 
smell the nuts roasting in the 
little shops, bikini's were the 
most eye-catching thing around 
beside mini-skirts, and 
skateboards had metal wheels? 
Some of the things from then I 
dearly miss, and cithers not at alii 
Those killer metal wheels on 
skateboards quickly disposed of 
several pairs of jeans in my 
teenage years, and accounted for 
numerous shredded elbows, 
knees and jackets! 

The Atari 800 had one of 
the finest keyboards available on 
the home computer market, and 
the entire unit was designed with 
longevity in mind. One nice touch 
the 800 possesed which was 
eliminated with the advent of the 
XL series was the internal 
speaker. I can remember a game 
I used to enjoy on the 800 whose 
name escapes me at the 
moment The general idea was to 
spray the garden with bug spray 


to rid your plot of pesky bugs that 
would flutter about and devour 
your veggies. As the bugs 
appeared on the screen, from the 
internal speaker would arise such 
a clatter that you would really 
have to 6top as it sounded for all 
the world that they were 
ACTUALLY inside your beloved 
computer...it was an uneasy 
feeling to be surel Now, just 
because you upgraded to an 
XL/XE doesn't mean you have to 
do without this feature any longer! 
This will be one of the simpler 
projects you will undertake, but 
its rewarcte for the installer will far 
exceed the effort expended. This 
article will cover the version I 
whipped together fa the 800x1, 
ana next issue we will share the 
version fOr the 130xe with you. 
Parts you will need: 

1. Diode: Part # ECG177 

2. Transista: Part # ECG 123AP 

3. Capacita: .001 @ 50v 

4. Resistas: Ik 1/2 watt 

100 ohm 1/2 watt 

5. Speaker: 8 ohm 1/2 a 1 watt 

§ variety (The smaller the 
hysical size the better) 
mall hook-up wire 
Construction: 

Dissemble your 800XL, 
remove keyboard, metal shield, 
and screws and place these items 
safely aside. You will not need to 
remove the PC board from the 
bottom of the case. 

1. Attach wire to bottom side of 
C23. This capacita can be easily 
located by first looking cfirectly 
between the RF modulata and 
the cartridge slot on the right, find 
the midde ground between these 
2 points, men mentally cfraw a 
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ine 3 inches long back toward 
yourself from this point and you 
see C23. Just above and to the 
right of this part is a small 
electrolytic standing on end. 
Found it? Good 

2. At the other end of the wire 
attach your Ik 1/2 watt resistor. 

3. The neatest way to build this 
project is to build a large portion 
of the needed circuitry right onto 
the speaker itself. 

Using the lead placement chart 
solder the collector of your ECG 
123AP transistor to one of the 
lugs on the speaker. 

{ * * * ) 

\ E B C / 

\ / 

\-/ 

(Bottom view with pins facing 
toward you) 

4. Grasp your ECG 177 dode, 

and connect the end which 

DOES NOT have the band on it 
to the same lug on the speaker 
as you connected the collector of 
the transistor to. 

5. Connect the front (banded) 
end of the dode to the other lug 
of the speaker. 

6. Connect the 100 ohm resis¬ 
tor to lug of the speaker with the 
banded end of the dode. 

7. Connect the .001 capacitor 
to the base of the transistor. 

8. Connect the free end of the 
Ik resistor to the base of the 
transistor. 

9. Locate the small 8 pin 1C. 
notice the small dot on the 
bottom left corner. This is pin 1. 
Count over to pin 4, this is the 
point we will use fa ground. 
Connect a wire here. 


10. Connect the other end of 
this wire to the following parts: 

The free end of the .001 
capacitor B: The emitter lead of 
the transista 

11. Locate C14. This capacita is 
ocated drectly to the left of the 
modulata. The top of this cap is 
our 5v source. Solder a lead to 
this point. 

12. Connect the free end of this 
ead to the free end of your 100 
ohm resista. 

All that remains to be done is 
ocate a spot to mount the 
speaker inside of the cabinet of 
your XL. The smaller the physical 
size of the speaker you have 
chosen, the easier your task fa 
finding the needed space will be. 
Also, it might be wise to use 
electrical tape to insulate all 
e>gx)sed wire leads of your 
add-on to avoid any luture 
problems. 

Keep those Atari's hummin'l 

Mr. Goodprobe 

JIHSlIMtt 

$9.95 Hi Tech Expressions, Inc. 
2699 South Bayshae Drive Suite 
1000A Coconut Grove,FL 33133 
305/854-2318 1-800-848-9273 

By Lawrence R. Estep 

The holiday season is once 
again quickly approaching,and 
while decaating and preparing 
fa Christmas, why leave your 
computer out? Jingledisk by Hi 
Tech Expressions is a fantastic 
program fa the Atari 8-bitsl This 
program allows you to print full 
page graphics,a folded cards 
with your own personalized 
greeting inside. 


B 










After all of the cards have 
been made,and the decorating is 
done, you can sit back and watch 
a wondertul graphics display full 
of yuletide cheer and excitement 
This program is just one of the 
many line budget-priced 
programs from Hi Tech. This 
arogram retails for around $9.95 
and supports the following 
winters: -Atari XMM801 -Epson 
LX80,MX80,MX10Q -Okidata 
192/193 92/93 -Panasonic 

1090/1091 -Star Gemini SG-10 
and Gemini. 

There is also a Holiday Paper 
Pack available to print your cards 
on. This Pack includes 150 sheets 
of paper in 3 afferent holiday 
designs,and 24 stickers in 4 
afferent designs. This piece of 
software can be ordered drect 
from Hi Tech at 1-800-843-9273 
a from most mail order 
companies. 

Let's show our support for Hi 
Tech by purchasing this fine 
piece of soft war el 

Happy Holidays 
Lawrence Estep 


Regurrecfionl 

by Mike Brown 
Possibly one of the neatest, 
but least understood of ICD's fine 
product line is the R-Time 8 
cartridge. Simply put, this 
inexpensive module allows you to 
automatically enter the TIME and 
DATE into your system, from a 
battery backed up dock. 

If you are running SpartaDOS 
a a BBS, it is handy to have 
your files automatically 
"timestamped". It is useful to 
know how "old" a file is 
sometimes, espedally if on-line 


ask space is limited. If you are 
using BBS EXPRESS, it will 
"look" for the R-time and update 
the Time, Date, and Day of the 
Week fa you at BBS initialization. 
True, it is not a bg deal to enter 
these values each time you start 
the BBS, but if you are like me, it 
is so much nicer to have your 
computer "tell time"l 

Like anything that runs on 
batteries, the day will come when 
a new tottery is needed. This day 
came for me just this past week. 
Suddenly the time/date functions 
were all whacko, ranging from 
before world war II to the 60'sl It 
was time to fix the way-back 
machine, Mr. Peabody. 

Prying open the case that the 
R-time 8 is endosed in (looking 
like a new-wave video game cart) 
gave both good news and bad 
news: First uie good news- The 
battery used in uie RT is similar 
to a standard 3 volt lithium "coin 
style" (looking like an overactive 
thyroid watch tottery) style that 
is used in popular iBM-PC 
multifunction boards. The bad 
news- It is SOLDERED ON to the 
RT printed drcuit board (Actual 
Ray-O-Vac part number 
BR2325-T3) Faced wth the 
prospect of a long wait in the 
mails to get it fixed at IGD, I knew 
there must be a better way. 
Having had some experience with 
having a tottery like this go dead 
on an (IBM Type) AST SixPack 
multifunction card, I went to the 
shop where I had that board fixer 
to see if they had the tottery and 
the "holder" in the style that the 
AST board used (Snap In- Not 
Solderl). 












have to give these guys credt, 
they threw themselves into it 
with vigor- It took Ken and Tom 
about 2 mins, flat to rip the old 
Eldered-in battery out, and 
Elder in the new pop-in holder 
(about $2). After that work was 
dene, it was a simple matter to 
a BR2325 battery (about 

Hi you are ever in Ashland, OH, 

B ease stop in to INFOPRO on 
ain Street; they have been 
sjper in helping with my 
Xtari-related questions (even 
though they sell Kaypros). 

Wow, less than 5 mins work, 
and now I can change my own 
batteries, and "never" have to 
worry about it again. 

Trie catalogs I have show the 
battery ICD used at about $4.40, 
and the holder/battery comb- 
iiation that I used costs less 
than $5. I wonder why ICD went 
that route? Be sure to trim the 
©cess length of the leads on the 
ran-component side of the PC 
hoard, and be sure you get the 
POSITIVE (+ Generally the side 
with all of the printing) side of 
the "coin" UP. Those are the 
<Bly two tricky parts to this 
installation. 

Note of CAUTIONI If you have 
rat worked with soldering 
amponents to PC boards, get 
an experienced friend to help 
yu. Too much heat can damage 
your R-Time 8 badlyl We 
dieated and used a Vacuum 
desoldering station; nice if you 
can afford one. 

Of course, this mocfification 
wil VOID your ICD warranty! 
Wlten you plug the R-Time 8 


back into your computer, be sure 
to do a TIME and DATE 
command if you are using 
SpartaDOS to reset the R-Time 

clockl (other DOS users 
should consult the ICD 
documentation to set the clock) 
If you have further questions 
about this modification, please 
call me on the Balloon Works 
BBS (419-289-8392 300/1200) 
and well help as best we can. 

«« Shire Hire »» 

by Calamity Jane 

I Jove the Share Ware idea.. 

I mean the WHOLE thing. If you 
like a program and can use it... 
then send the programmer the 
money. For the most part, the 
Share Ware programs I have 
seen are top-quality stuff... I 
mean, top quality. DCopy by 
Ralph Walden, is the first I got 
involved wth. I use it EVERY 
DAYII Now with the FoReM BBS 
program supporting the Doors 
<the on-line games etc>, we will 
see more of mis sprina up. The 
Mailer that allows FoReM to 
F-Net, is Share Ware. The Mailer 
was not a one week job, but 
several months worth of_very 
hard work. In my opinion, Dave 
Chiquelin deserves something. 
The -=*Space Empire* game 
has taken alot of time and effort... 
Jon deserves something also. So 
does every one else who 
desires/deserves it. 

I F-Netted a "check" <done in 
the message base> to Dave 
Chiquelin for the Mailer program 
— have you had much luck 
cashing that yet? <grin> And, 
today fsent my ten bucks to Jon 
Radoff for the -=*SE*=- game. 
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but I went a step farther. I have 
a friend that is, well busted up 
and busted... <a long story, I shall 
skip> He wants the game 
desperately, but ten bucks is ten 
bucks. It would be so easy for 
me to get the game for myself 
and zap off a copy and F-Net the 
sucker to him, and not care 
whether HE pays for it. I chose 
not to do this... I paid for him 
also. After all, I would rather 
have HIM owe ME II Some of you 
are going to think I am nuts... 
fine, go ahead, but I think so 
much of this Share Ware 
program that I will do all I can to 
support it. 

Its one thing for me to pay 
40+ bucks for a piece of 
software, that I discover is a pile 
of garbage. And of course I don't 
REALLY know this, till I boot it 
up and playll But it is quite 
another situation for me to play 
with the software, get to know it, 
and see that it fits my needs. 
Then send my money. 

The Co-SysOp of The Prairie 
Chip, Byron Cullen, is writing a 
game for the FoReM Doors... It 
will be Share Ware. Will I pay 
him?? HIM?? Probaby not, I can 
get away with just feeding him... 
<grin> He will take me up on it, 
even though we are a few 
hundred miles away... I do not 
doubt my Co... The Chip will be 
home base for this new game 
and I shall attempt to see he gets 
what he deserves... I know now 
much work has gone into his 
spectacular game. T only have so 
much control though... 

Another method I thought 
was a _nice way to pay for Share 


Ware, was to send the 
programmer two bucks or two 
risks... You know this one isn't in 
it for the money... The dsks are 
for saving all that wonderful data 
on.Jf the author of something you 
use, wants ten dollars and all you 
have is five -- by all means send it 
II He or she will appreciate the 
fact you even bothered 

Support the Share Ware idea.. 
May it Live Long and Prosper... 

HdRDHdRf IflHflT 

by Glenda Stocks 

SupraModem 2400 (Tm) 
Suggested Retail price $199.95 
Supra Corporation 
1133 Commercial Way 
Albany, OR 97321 
(503)967-9075 
DESCRIPTION 

The SupraModem is a 100 % 
Hayes compatide modem, which 
operates at 300,1200, and 2400 
bts per second. SupraModem 
connects to your computer with 
an RS-232C cable, and connects 
to a modular telephone jack. The 
SupraModem has a nonvolatile 
memory, in which can be stored 
one telephone number and one 
modem configuration. 

The SupraModem is software 
conligurabe, and there are NO 
djpswitches available to be set 
The modem measurements are 1 
inch tall, by 4 and 5/8 inches 
wide, by 6 and 1/2 inches long 
about the same size as a 
standard paperback book. The 
unit has a silver-look metal 
casing on the front of which are 
8 indicator lights and an ON/OFF 
button. There is a phone jack on 
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the rear of the modem to hook 
up your telephone receiver. 
FEATURES 

The SupraModem 2400 has 
tiie features listed below 
>Command Buffer That Holds 40 
Characters. 

>Six Different Self tests. 

>Call Progress Monitoring 
Features: 

- wait for dialtone 

- detect busy 

- wait for silence 

- detect answer tone 
> Standard Result Codes. 

>One Inch Speaker (Underneath) 

With Programmable Volume 
Control. 

>The Following Indicator Lights: 

- High Speed (HS) 

- Auto Answer (AA) 

- Carrier Detect 
-Off-Hook 

- Receive Data 

- Send Data v —, 

- Terminal Ready (TR) 

- Modem Ready (MR) 
>User Modifiable, nonvolatile 
RAM That Stores The Following 
Configuration Settings: 

- one telephone number 

- S0_ring to answer on 

- Ex_command echo 

- Qx_result codes 

- Vx_word or # codes 

- Tone or Pulse dal 

- &D_handing the DTR 

- &C_handing the DCD 

- Yxjong space disconnect 

- Lx_speaker volume 

- Mx_speaker control 

- Xx_result code options 

- &P_make/break ratio 

- &T for tests 

- 30(5;600,120aor 2400 

- Parity 



- &G_guard tones 
-delay to DTR (S25) 
-RTS/CTS delay (S26) 

All of the above settings are 
saved in RAM by the AT&W 
command, and are restored by 
the ATZ command, or when the 
modem is powered down and 
then powered back up. 
COMPATIBILITY 
I tested the SupraModem 
2400 while running my OASIS 
BBS and calling out with both 
EXPRESSI 850 v.3.0 and the 
OASIS terminal program. The 
SupraModem 2400 worked fine 
with the following RS232 
interfeces: 

- ATARI 850 interface with 
RS232.COM R: hander 

- ICD P:R connection with 
PRCSYS.COM R: hander 

- ICD MIO internal RS232 
pat with NO R: handler 

I was able to run my BBS in 
all three configurations. Of 
course no external R: hander 
was necessary to run EXPRESSI 
850 v.3.0. Also note that the 
SupraModem 2400 will operate 
with the DTR signal from the ICD 
MIO interna RS232 port. 
Another compatibilty note is that 
the SupraModem can be used by 
software that is looking fa the 
AVATEX modem, a a HAYES 
modem. I used both config¬ 
urations on the BBS. Lastly, 
under 24 hour operation, the 
SupraModem 2400's casing 
temperature is still cod to the 
touch. 

AVAILABILITY 

The SupraModem 2400 is 
available fa purchase from Z 
Innovatas at a dscount price 
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To contact Z Innovators CALL: 

XBN BBS 617-559-6844 
300/1200/2400 24 hours 

Main Menu Option [P] 
WRITE: Z Innovators 
1344 Park St. 

Stoughton, MA 02072 
Answering Servive Number: 
_ 617-586-3335 _ 

dime's COHDfX RfPORf 

ANTIC Publishing INC., 
Copyright 1987 Reprinted BY 
Permission 

ATARI MEANS BUSINESS A 
REPORT FROM THE 1988 
COMDEX 

By Anita Malnig, START Edita 
Las Vegas, November 2,1987 

Atari intends to give the likes 
of Sun Microsystems and Apollo 
Computers a run fa the money 
with Abaq (the root wad fa 
abacus,Shawi), the new trans¬ 
puter based wakstation that the 
company is showng here. 

By using RISC (Reduced 
Instruction Set Computer) archi¬ 
tecture, the wakstation will 
operate at 10 MIPS (million 
instructions per second). The 
latest graphics hardware and the 
IMS T-800 - the Inmos 

Company's 32-bit microprocess- 
a - combine to form affordable, 
powerful personal wakstations. 
A single transputer can deliver 
ova ten times the powa of an 
IBM PC AT. Howeva, there's 
even greater strength in 
numbers. You can connect two, 
10, 100 a even MORE transput¬ 
ers to create a relatively low-cost 
computer wakstation with the 
power of a supacomputa. (Talk 
is that the price wll be in the 
$5000 range.) When attached to 


a transputer, the ST a Mega acts 
as the input/output device fa the 
system. Transputers can be 
linked via a Duiltin high-speed 
serial pat to fam a 
multiprocessa array a a local 
areanetwak. 

Helios, the Unix-like operating 
system, was developed by the 
Paihelion Company in Great 
Britain, as was the transputer 
board itself. The Helios operating 
system encourages the use of 
many small programs which wak 
togetha to aeate a final product 

Shiraz Shivji, Atari's vice 
president of research and devel¬ 
opment, ejects that the trans¬ 
puter will be used primarily in 
engineaing and science appli¬ 
cations. Included with Abaq wll 
be a vay high resolution monitor, 
capable of four graphics modes: 
1280 X 960 in 16 colas a 
monochrome: 1024 X 768 in 256 
colas; 640 X 480 in 256 colas 
with two saeens; and 512 X 480 
in 16 million colas plus overlay. 
No firm delivay date is set, but 
late 1988 seems to be the most 
talked-about time frame. From a 
first-hand view, the aisp, vibrant 
graphics (such as four separate 
pictures running simultaneously) 
were drawing aushing aowds. 

CD-ROM FOR ATARI 

The exciting CD-ROM playa 
introduced at Comdex can read 
up to 540 megabytes of data a 
play music. It connects to Atari's 
ST and Mega computers through 
the DMA (direct memay access) 
channel, a communications pat 
that transmits data at up to 10 
million bits pa second At 
540Mb, the player can store mae 
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I data than 1,000 floppy d6ks or 
300,000 printed pages. . 

Demonstrated at the show is 
m English and French visual 
dictionary from Facts on File. It 
i] categorized by topics such as 
tiarisportation and food: click on 
tie transportation theme and 
toose from an array of topics 
sjch as ferrys, container ships, 
tiiport terminals and so on — all 
ifins illustrated. Speech output 
identifies each image in French 
aid English. 

Grdier's Encyclopedia also 
Inins on this CD-ROM, as do 
axfo CDs. Atari has a task force 
st work now developing more 
products for this player, which 
vil be available at computer 
specialty dealers and retail 
outlets in February, 1988, at a 
ajqqested retail price of $599. 

1 DO ATARI DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING 

, G.O. Graphics, in conjunction 
viti Atari, will bring to market a 
sphisticated desktop publishing 
urogram called Deskset This 
varks as a front end to the 
CompuGraphics typesetting 
<qjipment, offering the use of 
1800 fonts. This is not just a 
dEBktop publishing program for 
four- page newsletters and the 
Iks: it could design entire 
plications such as Antic and 
START. It will output to such 
luer printers as the striking Atari 
luer printer, also being 
I denonstrated with Deskset. 
kook for the next Comdex 
iiitallment fa additional desktop 
hablishing programs fa the ST.) 
Beskset, which waks only on a 
Mega, will wak within the GEM 


environment and offers all the 

standard features of the most 
sophisticated desktop publishing 
[programs -- features such as 
character compensation, kerning, 
columns, boxes, rules and the 
ability to merge text and grap¬ 
hics. Look fa this product mid- 1 

,0lat AND 88 : . ATARI PC'S , 
The Atari PCI, introduced earlier 
this year, can be used as a local 
area network workstation or as a 
standalone personal computer. It I 
runs at a top speed of 8 Mhz, 
with a software switch to set the 
dock speed to 4.77 when 
needed. The PCI waks with any 
CGA, MDA, EGA a multi freq- 
luency monita. Maximum cdor I 
screen resolution is 640 X 350. 
The PCI has a 64-cda palette, 
with a maximum of 16 on the 
screen at a time. It is expected 
to retail at $800. . 

New to the Atari PC family is 
the PC2, a dual-speed XT 
compatible wth five slots and 
hard-disk support. The PC4 is an I 
80286 mi croprocessa-based I 
IBM PC/AT compatible machine. 
It has dock speeds of either 8 or 
12 Mhz, VGA- compatible video, 
four AT-style expansion slots, up 
to one megabyte of system RAM 
and is ready fa an 80287 
numeric coprocessa. 

Additionally, Atari is announcing 
"Moses PromiseLAN," a local 
area netwak that can connect 
up to 17 PCs using off : the-shelf 
telephone wire. They will also be 
developing Moses PromiseLAN 
adaptas for its Mega and ST 
computers. Thus, the Mega and 
Atari laser printer will be able to 
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Ogdens newest Atari computer center 


The 


I o nputen 



onnectiog 


Is now open at: 1518 Washington Blvd 

Atari computers, IBM compatible, printers, modems, etc. 
if we don't have It we will get it for you. 

Special pricing on out of stock items. 

Come see us for all you computer needs. 

Ogdens first Atari authorized ST service center. 

We service what we seti with both technical and user support. 

Open Monday - Saturday 
9:00 am - 7:00 pm 

Phone: 393-2328 

Visa/Mastercard accepted^ 


share data wth PCs and Apple 
Macintoshes. 

"We offer complete systems for 
the office," said Atari president 
Sam Tramiel. "I can see Atari 
Mega computers with laser 
printers as desktop publishing 
stations exchanging data with a 
satellite group of PCI's as LAN 
stations. An entire office 
environment can be created The 
PC, the Macintosh, and the Atari 
computers co-exist. Each can do 
the things they do best." 


fQffQRS H01TS 


So ends another year in the life 
of this great dub of LA.C.E. We 
the officers hope your year has 
been helpful and nope that the 
coining year will be as successful 
and fun as the last 5 years have 


been. With the addition of the other 
local groups IMACE/HUG our dub 
baa a better chance for 
advancement and recognition horn 
the other dubs in the area. We 
hope to make cantac with the other 
chibs in the area and attempt to 
make Utah one of the largest areas 
for the advancement of the ATARI 
computer line. We beleive that the 
ATARI computer will finally 
become a recognized name in Home 
and Business computers, and 
continue to grow as the years go by. 
We will try to keep you informed on 
the market ana the growth of 
ATARI and give them as much of 
our help as we can. 

MCRRy CWUSfttdS and 

Hdppy New 9(411 

FROM C.4.C.(. 
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